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Wm. Davenant, his executors, administrators, .and as-
signes, by these presents, that hee the "said Henry
Harris 'shall within one weeke after the notice given
by Sir Wm. Davenant for the concludinge of
the playeinge at Salisbury Court or any other house
else abovesaid, become bound to the said Sir Wm.
Davenant in a bond of 5000/. conditioned for the per-
formance of these [presents]. And that every suc-
cessor, to any of the said five shares shall enter into
the like bond, before hee or they shall bee admitted to
have any part or proportion in the said five shares.

Item, it is mutually agreed by and betweene all
the parties to these presents, that the said Sir William
Davenant alone shall bee Master and Superior, and
shall from time to time have the sole government of
the said Thomas Batterton, Thomas Sheppey, Robert
Noakes, James Noakes, Thomas Lovell, John Mosely,
Cave Underbill, Robert Turner and Thomas Lilies-
ton, and also of the said Henry Harris, and their as-
sociates, in relation to the playes [play-house] by these
presents agreed to bee erected.

On the I5th of Nov. 166.0, Sir William D'Ave-
nanfs company began to act under these articles at
the theatre in Salisbury-court, at which house or at
the Cockpit they continued to play till March or
April, 1662. In October, 1660, Sir Henry Herbert
had brought an action on the case against Mr. Mohun
and several others of KilBgrew's company, which was
tried in December, 1661, for representing plays with-
out being licensed by him, and obtained a verdict
against them, as appears from a paper which I shall
insert in its proper place. Encouraged by his success
in that suit, soon after D'Avenant's company opened
their new theatre in Portugal Row, he brought a si-